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Administrative History:  
Student Organization - Alpha Tau Omega 
Other Names - Barons, Beta Alpha Rho 
Date organized: Jan. 28, 1934, Bowling Green Business University 
Date reinstated: Sept. 21, 2012 
House - 1410 College Street, 1970s 
 
Formed January 28, 1934 as The Barons social fraternity by Sam Milner, Bill Bass and Charlie Gadd at Bowling 
Green Business University. The club was renamed Beta Alpha Rho in January 1964 and in October of the same 
year the group became Alpha Tau Omega.  The local chapter is Zeta Omega.  It appears to have disbanded 
circa 1977 and reinstated in 2012. 
 
Presidents: 
1964 Stanley Billingsley 
1965 Ed Hidenrite 
1966 Bill Kirby 
1966-67 Dean Dixon 
1968 David Speer 
1969 Bob Combs 
1970 Martin Johnstone 
1971 Max Hartz 
1972-73 Chuck Reed 
1973 John Hamilton 
 
Description: Records created by and about the Alpha Tau Omega fraternity formerly The Barons, also known 




Extent: 8 folders 
 
Subject Analytics:  
Alpha Tau Omega 
Barons 
Beta Alpha Rho 
Christmas cards 
Fraternal organizations 
Fraternities & sororities 
Western Kentucky University 
 
Digital Commons: Social and Behavioral Sciences 
 
Accession Information: These records transferred to the WKU Archives from Student Affairs in accordance 
with the records retention schedule. 
 
Access Restrictions: none 
 
Allied Materials:  
UA1C4/6 Fraternities Photo Collection 
UA1C11/99 John Perkins Photo Collection 
UA94/5/1 John Perkins Student/Alumni Papers 
 
Preferred Citation: UA12/2/64 Alpha Tau Omega, WKU Archives, Bowling Green, Kentucky, USA. 
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Scope & Content 
Records 
UA12.2 Linked to 
Box 3 1 
Alpha Tau Omega D4860 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/stu_org/303  
Beta Alpha Rho D4859 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/stu_org/304  
Booklets 
Alpha Tau Omega 1964-1966 Publications 
Fraternities & sororities Description Subjects 
Box 3 2 
Baronism, 5/6/1966 D4861 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/stu_org/302  
Alpha Tau Omega 1966 Publications 
Fraternities & sororities Description Subjects 
Box 3 3 
Burke, Dave 





Alpha Tau Omega 1972-1975 Publications 
Fraternities & sororities Description Subjects 
Box 3 4 Alpha Tau Omega 1966 Petition 
Fraternities & sororities Description Subjects A Petition to Alpha Tau Omega, 1966 D4862 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/stu_org/301  
Alpha Tau Omega 

























Box 3 5 
Bates, Georgia 

























Van Leuven, Douglas 
Woodcock, George 
Alpha Tau Omega 1964-1976 Correspondence 










Box 3 6 
Alpha Tau Omega 
Beta Alpha Rho D4863 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/stu_org/300  
Installation Invitation D4864 
Installation of Kentucky Zeta Omega, 2/25/1967 D4865 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/stu_org/299  
Zeta Omega 
Alpha Tau Omega 1965-1969 Events 




Box 3 7 
Alpha Tau Omega 
Beta Alpha Rho 
Membership Policy 1967 
Pledge Instructions 1964 D4866 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/stu_org/298  
Spiess, Ron 
Alpha Tau Omega 1964, 1967 Pledge Instructions 
Fraternities & sororities Description Subjects 
 
Box 3 8 
See also correspondence for lists of officers.  
  
Alpha Tau Omega 
Beta Alpha Rho 
Membership lists 
Alpha Tau Omega 1963-1971 Membership 
Fraternities & sororities Description Subjects 
